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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DYNAMIC

SIGNAL INTERFERENCE DETECTION

DURING TESTING OF A DATA PACKET
SIGNAL TRANSCEIVER

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to testing data packet signal
transceivers, and in particular, to testing a data packet signal
transceiver device under test (DUT) in the presence of signal
interference from one or more other DUTs.

Many of today’s electronic devices use wireless signal
technologies for both connectivity and communications pur-
poses. Because wireless devices transmit and receive electro-
magnetic energy, and because two or more wireless devices
have the potential of interfering with the operations of one
another by virtue of their signal frequencies and power spec-
tral densities, these devices and their wireless signal tech-
nologies must adhere to various wireless signal technology
standard specifications.

When designing such wireless devices, engineers take
extra care to ensure that such devices will meet or exceed each
of their included wireless signal technology prescribed stan-
dard-based specifications. Furthermore, when these devices
are later being manufactured in quantity, they are tested to
ensure that manufacturing defects will not cause improper
operation, including their adherence to the included wireless
signal technology standard-based specifications.

For testing these devices following their manufacture and
assembly, current wireless device test systems typically
employ testing subsystems for providing test signals to each
device under test (DUT) and analyzing signals received from
each DUT. Some subsystems (often referred to as “testers™)
include at least a vector signal generator (VSG) for providing
the source signals to be transmitted to the DUT, and a vector
signal analyzer (VSA) for analyzing signals produced by the
DUT. The production of test signals by the VSG and signal
analysis performed by the VSA are generally programmable
(e.g., through use of an internal programmable controller or
an external programmable controller such as a personal com-
puter) so as to allow each to be used for testing a variety of
devices for adherence to a variety of wireless signal technol-
ogy standards with differing frequency ranges, bandwidths
and signal modulation characteristics.

As part of the manufacturing of wireless communication
devices, one significant component of production cost is costs
associated with these manufacturing tests. Typically, there is
a direct correlation between the cost of test and the sophisti-
cation of the test equipment required to perform the test.
Thus, innovations that can preserve test accuracy while mini-
mizing equipment costs (e.g., increasing costs due to increas-
ing sophistication of necessary test equipment, or testers) are
important and can provide significant costs savings, particu-
larly in view of the large numbers of such devices being
manufactured and tested.

One technique being used to reduce costs and time associ-
ated with manufacturing test is to test multiple DUTs concur-
rently by assembling and connecting one or more testers with
additional signal routing circuitry (e.g., power dividers,
power combiners, signal switches, multiplexors, etc.) as
needed for providing receive (RX) signals to the DUTs and
for receiving and analyzing transmit (TX) signals produced
by the DUTs. In such a manufacturing test environment, the
testers and DUTs will all be emitting radio frequency (RF)
signals, often concurrently, thereby resulting in significant
likelihood of signal interference. For example, a signal from
the tester intended for one DUT may be erroneously received
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and acted upon by another DUT. Alternatively, signals gen-
erated by multiple DUTs may interfere with one another, as
well as cause the tester to erroneously identify such signals as
valid or invalid when, in fact, the opposite is true, notwith-
standing the use of various signal shielding mechanisms to
keep such signals mutually isolated.

For example, when interference by a signal to or from one
DUT causes a data packet signal received by a second DUT to
be identified as “bad”, that second DUT will indicate a packet
error. However, such an error indication would be a false
negative caused by the interfering packet, thereby causing the
measured packet error rate (PER) to appear higher than the
actual PER. In the event that the measured PER becomes high
enough to cause the test to fail, it is then generally necessary
for the test system to repeat the test, or identify the DUT as
defective. However, due to the interference, such a measured
PER is inaccurate and not truly indicative of a problem with
the DUT. Accordingly, the repetition of the test is unnecessary
and introduces additional testing costs due to the time needed
to repeat the test, or introduces even greater costs by errone-
ously identifying the DUT as defective.

Accordingly, it would be desirable to be able to detect
instances of signal interference in real time and take simple
remedial steps to prevent inaccurate test measurements that
otherwise would result in prolonged and unnecessarily
repeated testing, and erroneous identifications of DUTs as
defective.

SUMMARY

In accordance with the presently claimed invention, a sys-
tem and method are provided for testing multiple wireless
data packet signal transceiver devices under test (DUTs) with
dynamic signal interference compensation. Transmit data
packets originating from other DUTs are monitored during
receive signal testing of a selected DUT for concurrent occur-
rences of transmit and receive data packets. From this, it can
be determined whether a failure to receive a responsive data
packet, such as an acknowledgement, from the selected DUT
is likely due to interference from a transmit data packet from
another DUT being at least substantially concurrent with the
receive data packet to which the selected DUT was expected
to respond. If so, one or more receive data packets can be
added to the receive signal sequence to extend the test and
determine an accurate packet error rate (PER) without requir-
ing a repeat of the full test.

In accordance with one embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, a system for testing multiple wireless data
packet signal transceiver devices under test (DUTs) with
dynamic signal interference compensation includes:

a plurality of data packet signal paths for communicating
with a plurality of DUTs by conveying a corresponding plu-
rality of transmit data packet signals from the plurality of
DUTs and a receive data packet signal to the plurality of
DUTs, and including

signal routing circuitry responsive to one or more path
control signals by conveying, via a selected one of the plural-
ity of data packet signal paths, a selected one of the plurality
of transmit data packet signals from a selected one of the
plurality of DUTs and conveying the receive data packet
signal to the selected one of the plurality of DUTs, and

signal measurement circuitry coupled to the signal routing
circuitry and responsive to the plurality of transmit data
packet signals by providing one or more measurement signals
indicative of reception of respective ones of the plurality of
transmit data packet signals; and
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test circuitry coupled to the plurality of data packet signal
paths to receive the plurality of transmit data packet signals
and provide the receive data packet signal with at least a
predetermined number of data packets, and responsive to the
one or more measurement signals by including one or more
additional data packets in the receive data packet signal fol-
lowing

the one or more measurement signals being indicative of
reception, substantially coincident with a current data packet
of'the receive data packet signal, of at least one data packet of
one or more of the plurality of transmit data packet signals
from other than the selected one of the plurality of DUTs, and

a failure to receive a data packet of the selected one of the
plurality of transmit data packet signals corresponding to the
current data packet of the receive data packet signal.

In accordance with another embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, a method of testing multiple wireless data
packet signal transceiver devices under test (DUTs) with
dynamic signal interference compensation includes:

providing a plurality of data packet signal paths for com-
municating with a plurality of DUTs by conveying a corre-
sponding plurality of transmit data packet signals from the
plurality of DUTs and a receive data packet signal to the
plurality of DUTs;

responding to one or more path control signals by convey-
ing, via a selected one of the plurality of data packet signal
paths, a selected one of the plurality of transmit data packet
signals from a selected one of the plurality of DUTs and
conveying the receive data packet signal to the selected one of
the plurality of DUTs;

responding to the plurality of transmit data packet signals
by providing one or more measurement signals indicative of
reception of respective ones of the plurality of transmit data
packet signals;

receiving the plurality of transmit data packet signals;

providing the receive data packet signal with at least a
predetermined number of data packets; and

responding to the one or more measurement signals by
including one or more additional data packets in the receive
data packet signal following

the one or more measurement signals being indicative of
reception, substantially coincident with a current data packet
of'the receive data packet signal, of at least one data packet of
one or more of the plurality of transmit data packet signals
from other than the selected one of the plurality of DUTs, and

a failure to receive a data packet of the selected one of the
plurality of transmit data packet signals corresponding to the
current data packet of the receive data packet signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a testing environment for testing a data
packet signal transceiver device under test (DUT) in the pres-
ence of signal interference from one or more other DUTs in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the presently
claimed invention.

FIG. 2 is a signal timing diagram for exemplary signals
produced when testing a data packet signal transceiver device
under test (DUT) in the presence of signal interference from
one or more other DUTs in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the presently claimed invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is of example embodi-
ments of the presently claimed invention with references to
the accompanying drawings. Such description is intended to
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be illustrative and not limiting with respect to the scope of the
present invention. Such embodiments are described in suffi-
cient detail to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to practice
the subject invention, and it will be understood that other
embodiments may be practiced with some variations without
departing from the spirit or scope of the subject invention.

Throughout the present disclosure, absent a clear indica-
tion to the contrary from the context, it will be understood that
individual circuit elements as described may be singular or
plural in number. For example, the terms “circuit” and “cir-
cuitry” may include either a single component or a plurality of
components, which are either active and/or passive and are
connected or otherwise coupled together (e.g., as one or more
integrated circuit chips) to provide the described function.
Additionally, the term “signal” may refer to one or more
currents, one or more voltages, or a data signal. Within the
drawings, like or related elements will have like or related
alpha, numeric or alphanumeric designators. Further, while
the present invention has been discussed in the context of
implementations using discrete electronic circuitry (prefer-
ably in the form of one or more integrated circuit chips), the
functions of any part of such circuitry may alternatively be
implemented using one or more appropriately programmed
processors, depending upon the signal frequencies or data
rates to be processed. Moreover, to the extent that the figures
illustrate diagrams of the functional blocks of various
embodiments, the functional blocks are not necessarily
indicative of the division between hardware circuitry.

As discussed in more detail below, in accordance with
exemplary embodiments of the presently claimed invention,
it is possible to detect instances of likely signal interference in
real time and alert a tester to ignore one or more current test
results and take remedial measures to compensate for the
possible interference error. For example, the number of test
data packets provided during a test can be increased to pro-
vide an additional opportunity for the DUT to receive the
desired number of data packets. As a result, if the DUT is, in
fact, not defective, the slightly extended test can be successful
and avoid need for otherwise unnecessary repetition of the
test. Accordingly, the validity of measured test results is
increased while minimizing test time and cost.

As also discussed in more detail below, signal power detec-
tion subsystems are connected between the DUTs and the
tester to monitor the DUT transmit (TX) signals and identify
respective times of packet start and cessation, and duration of
the packet. Such data packet signal information allows for
determination of whether and when a data packet is sent by a
second DUT during a time interval during which a first DUT
is supposed to be actively receiving a test packet from the
tester. In such event, if the tester receives no confirmation
packet response to the test packet it had sent, it would ordi-
narily identify a RX error. However, if the test system was
able to see another packet on a neighboring test signal path
was sent during that test packet reception time interval, then
the test system can infer that interference may have occurred,
ignore that single test instance and add another test packet to
the previously predetermined number of test packets. The
added time for this would simply be the time needed for
sending an additional data packet, which would be a consid-
erable savings in time as compared to a complete repetition of
the test when the error, which otherwise appears likely to have
been caused by interference, has pushed the PER beyond a
prescribed limit, or even greater likely costs incurred by erro-
neously identifying a DUT as defective.

Referring to FIG. 1, atesting environment 10 in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the presently claimed
invention includes a tester 12, signal routing circuitry 14,
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power measurement circuitry 18 and control circuitry 20,
interconnected substantially as shown, for testing multiple
DUTs 22. Additionally, programmable attenuation circuits 16
can be included, as desired, for controlling signal levels
between the routing circuitry 14 and power measurement
circuitry 18. In this example, the testing environment 10 is
configured for testing four DUTs 22a, 225, 22¢, 22d. How-
ever, it will be readily appreciated from this discussion that
such testing environment 10 can be scaled as desired to test
fewer or more DUTs 22 as desired.

The tester 12 generally includes a signal source, such as
VSG 12g, for providing DUT receive signals RX, and signal
analysis circuitry, such as a VSA 12a, for capturing and
analyzing DUT transmit signals TX. The tester 12, signal
routing circuitry 14, signal attenuation circuitry 16, power
measurement circuits 18 and DUTs 22 are mutually intercon-
nected by respective signal paths 13, 15,17, 19 (e.g., coaxial
RF cables and connectors) in accordance with well-known
principles. The signal attenuators 16 are programmable and
are helpful in compensating for variances in signal losses
among the respective signal paths to and from the DUTs 22,
and can be used to ensure that the receive signals RX provided
to the respective DUTs 22 are at the desired signal levels in
accordance with the signal standard being tested.

A signal switch 14a is also included, e.g., as part of the
signal routing circuitry 14, for enabling connectivity between
either the tester signal source 12g or receiver 12a and the
DUTs 22. Alternatively, such signal switch 14a can be
included as part of the tester 12. Further alternatively, mul-
tiple signal switches 14a can be included as part of the tester
12 with corresponding sets of signal routing circuitry 14 and
attenuators 16, e.g., one for the VSG 12¢g and another for the
VSA 12a, thereby allowing the VSG 12g and VSA 124 to be
separated as distinct tester subsystems and subject to more
individualized control by the controller 20.

The controller 20 can also be part of the tester 12, or can be
a separate subsystem co-located with or remote from (e.g.,
communicating via a network) the remainder of the testing
environment 10. The controller 20 communicates with the
tester 12, signal routing circuitry 14, signal attenuators 16,
power measurements circuits 18 and DUTs 22 via respective
control signal interfaces 21¢, 21m, 21a, 21p, 21d. Accord-
ingly, the controller 20 can provide control for the signal
source 12g and receiver 12a of the tester 12, enable and
disable the various signal path connections provided by the
signal routing circuitry 14, program the respective signal
attenuation levels of the signal attenuators 16, receive power
measurement data from the power measurement circuits 18
(e.g., indicative of the start time, duration and end time of the
DUT TX data packets), and control the DUTs 22 (e.g., pro-
gramming the respective test modes of the DUTs 22).

For example, the first DUT 224 can be tested, while the
second DUT 2254 is being loaded (e.g., via its control interface
21db from the controller 21), the third DUT 22¢ is being
booted, and the fourth DUT 224 is ready to be tested next.
Hence, most if not all DUTs 22 can be kept active nearly
constantly in some testing activity, e.g., some preparing for
transmit testing while others are performing receive testing,
thereby enabling multiple tests to progress concurrently.

Alternatively, the controller 20 can be separated into mul-
tiple controller units, e.g., one control system 20¢ (not shown)
for the tester 12 and one or more control systems 204 (not
shown) for the DUTs 22. An implementation using multiple
controllers could benefit even more from the presently
claimed invention. For example, a single controller 20 imple-
mentation in which the controller 20 controls both the tester
12 and the DUTs 22 would likely be more aware of the
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6

respective states of the tester 12 and various DUTs 22 and,
therefore, more easily succeed in avoiding testing operations
resulting in interference. However, with multiple indepen-
dent controllers, e.g., operating asynchronously, each con-
troller is unlikely to maintain sufficient awareness of the
respective states of the tester 12 and various DUTs 22 and,
therefore, be more likely to foster testing operations resulting
in interference.

Referring to FIG. 2, exemplary signals during use of the
testing environment 10 of FIG. 1 would appear as shown. In
this example, the tester signal source 12g provides a DUT
receive RX signal 13g, initially containing a pre-determined
number of test data packets 113a, 1135, . . ., 113ffor testing
the first DUT 22a (e.g., for purposes of a PER test). Accord-
ingly, the signal routing circuitry 14 is configured so as to
provide a direct signal connection between the tester 12 and
first DUT 22a. Meanwhile, the other DUTs 225, 22¢, 22d can
be otherwise occupied, such as initiating data packet trans-
missions to allow output signal power levels to settle at steady
state levels while receive testing of another DUT 22 is com-
pleted, being programmed for the next test, being physically
connected to the testing environment 10, or being physically
disconnected or removed from the testing environment 10,
etc.

In response to these tested data packets 113, e.g., as part of
aprescribed test routine or sequence, the tester 12 is expecting
to receive a set 119a of responsive data packets from the DUT
22a. Accordingly, as expected, following transmission of the
first test data packet 113qa, and its apparently successful
reception and capture by the first DUT 22a, the tester receives
a responsive data packet 119qa (e.g., an acknowledgement
(ACK) signal, as measured by the first power detector 18a)
during the subsequent inactive, or non-asserted, state of the
test signal 13g. Meanwhile, however, the second DUT 224
has begun transmitting a data packet signal 195 of its own,
containing a sequence of transmit data packets 1195 (as mea-
sured by the second power detector 185).

During the transmission of the second test data packet 1135
by the tester 12, the second DUT 22¢ also transmits a data
packet 119ba. These data packets 1135, 119ba overlap in
time, as shown. Subsequently, the expected responsive data
packet 11944 from the first DUT 22a is not received by the
tester. Accordingly, since the test data packet 1135 and second
DUT data packet 119ba were transmitted concurrently (as
known by the tester 12 and measured by the second power
detector 185 and reported to the tester 12 via the controller 20,
respectively) and no acknowledgement data packet 119ab
was received, it is determined likely that signal interference
has occurred. Accordingly, the tester 12 adds another test data
packet 113g to its originally scheduled sequence 113 to be
transmitted so that the first DUT 22a can have another oppor-
tunity to receive and acknowledge enough test data packets
113 to perform an accurate PER test.

Later, following the third test data packet 113¢, the second
DUT 225 transmits another data packet 11955. However, this
data packet 119656 does not overlap with either of its neigh-
boring test data packets 113¢, 113d. Nonetheless, however,
even though no responsive data packet is received from the
first DUT 22a, no additional test data packet is to be provided,
since the detected potential interference (due to the occur-
rence of the second DUT data packet 11965) is determined to
not likely be a cause of problematic interference with the
transmitted test data packet sequence 113, and it is more
likely that the first DUT 22a simply failed to correctly receive
the third test data packet 113c¢.

Later still, following transmission of the fourth test data
packet 1134, again no responsive data packet from the first
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DUT 22a is received. However, no additional test data packet
is added to the test data packet sequence 113, since no poten-
tially interfering data packet from the second DUT 225 has
been detected.

Later again, following transmission of the next test data
packet 113e, a responsive data packet 119ac from the first
DUT 22a is received, notwithstanding detection of a poten-
tially interfering data packet 1195c¢ transmitted substantially
coincidentally from the second DUT 224. Since a responsive
data packet 119ac has been received, it is determined (again,
by the tester 12 based on data provided by the first power
detector 18a via the controller 20) that no problematic inter-
ference has occurred. (For example, the measured potentially
interfering signal could have originated from a different DUT
with a lower interfering signal level or from another DUT at
a different signal frequency.)

Subsequently, following transmission of the last original
test data packet 1137 and additional test data packet 113g,
corresponding responsive data packets 119ad, 119qe are
received and no further interference is detected. Accordingly,
the test is now complete and notwithstanding earlier interfer-
ence resulting in potentially misidentified packet errors, accu-
rate test results are obtained at the cost of minimal additional
test time. In this particular example, a PER of % will be
reported at the cost of only one additional test data packet
interval, as compared to an erroneous PER of 2% being
reported absent a repetition of the full test cost of at least six
test data packet intervals.

Accordingly, so long as the test data packets are uncorre-
lated and a full complement of N packets are tested with no
interference present or the test data packets produce respon-
sive data packets when possible interference is detected, the
results should be the same from a statistical perspective as
testing the full complement of N data packets with no inter-
ference present.

The foregoing discussion has referred to embodiments that
use signal power detection subsystems between the DUTs
and the tester to monitor the DUT transmit (TX) signals and
identify respective times of packet start, cessation and dura-
tion. However, it should be understood that such subsystems
can be other forms of signal detection subsystems, i.e., they
need not necessarily measure the power of a signal to detect
the signal. For example, alternative signal detection sub-
systems can include, without limitation, those that detect
signal voltage or signal current, as well as those that include
frequency selectivity (e.g., using low pass, high pass and/or
band pass filters) so as to be able to detect in-band signals,
which are likely to introduce harmful interference, and out-
of-band signals, which are not likely to introduce harmful
interference. Such a frequency selective signal detection sub-
system can include a separate, or dedicated, data packet signal
receiver (e.g., in the form of an integrated circuit, or “chip”,
based receiver) having the desired signal sensitivity and fre-
quency selectivity, and which can also discern the channel
within which a potentially interfering signal appears (see,
e.g., U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/467,518, the contents
of which are incorporated herein by reference).

Various other modifications and alternations in the struc-
ture and method of operation of this invention will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art without departing from the scope
and the spirit of the invention. Although the invention has
been described in connection with specific preferred embodi-
ments, it should be understood that the invention as claimed
should not be unduly limited to such specific embodiments. It
is intended that the following claims define the scope of the
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present invention and that structures and methods within the
scope of these claims and their equivalents be covered
thereby.
What is claimed is:
1. An apparatus including a system for testing multiple
wireless data packet signal transceiver devices under test
(DUTs) with dynamic signal interference compensation,
comprising:
a plurality of data packet signal paths for communicating
with a plurality of DUTs by conveying a corresponding
plurality of transmit data packet signals from said plu-
rality of DUTs and a receive data packet signal to said
plurality of DUTs, and including
signal routing circuitry responsive to one or more path
control signals by conveying, via a selected one of
said plurality of data packet signal paths, a selected
one of said plurality of transmit data packet signals
from a selected one of said plurality of DUTs and
conveying said receive data packet signal to said
selected one of said plurality of DUTs, and

signal measurement circuitry coupled to said signal
routing circuitry and responsive to said plurality of
transmit data packet signals by providing one or more
measurement signals indicative of reception of
respective ones of said plurality of transmit data
packet signals; and
test circuitry coupled to said plurality of data packet signal
paths to receive said plurality of transmit data packet
signals and provide said receive data packet signal with
at least a predetermined number of data packets, and
responsive to said one or more measurement signals by
including one or more additional data packets in said
receive data packet signal following
said one or more measurement signals being indicative
of reception, substantially coincident with a current
data packet of said receive data packet signal, of at
least one data packet of one or more of said plurality
of transmit data packet signals from other than said
selected one of said plurality of DUTs, and

a failure to receive a data packet of said selected one of
said plurality of transmit data packet signals corre-
sponding to said current data packet of said receive
data packet signal.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said one or more
measurement signals is indicative of at least one of a start,
duration and cessation of each one of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said test circuitry is
responsive to said one or more measurement signals by
including one additional data packet in said receive data
packet signal for an occurrence of both:

said one or more measurement signals being indicative of
reception, substantially coincident with a current data
packet of said receive data packet signal, of at least one
data packet of one or more of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals from other than said selected one of
said plurality of DUTs; and

a failure to receive a data packet of said selected one of said
plurality of transmit data packet signals corresponding
to said current data packet of said receive data packet
signal.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said test circuitry is
further responsive to said one or more measurement signals
by refraining from including an additional data packet in said
receive data packet signal for an occurrence of only one of:

said one or more measurement signals being indicative of
reception, substantially coincident with a current data
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packet of said receive data packet signal, of at least one
data packet of one or more of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals from other than said selected one of
said plurality of DUTs; and

a failure to receive a data packet of said selected one of said

plurality of transmit data packet signals corresponding
to said current data packet of said receive data packet
signal.
5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said respective por-
tion of said selected one of said plurality of transmit data
packet signals corresponding to each portion of said receive
data packet signal conveyed to said selected one of said plu-
rality of DUTs comprises an acknowledgment data packet.
6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said plurality of data
packet signal paths comprises a plurality of conductive radio
frequency (RF) signal connections.
7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said signal routing
circuitry comprises at least one of a radio frequency (RF)
signal multiplexor and RF signal switch.
8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said signal measure-
ment circuitry comprises at least one of a radio frequency
(RF) signal power sensor, RF signal power meter and a data
packet signal receiver.
9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said test circuitry
comprises at least one of a vector signal generator (VSG) and
vector signal analyzer (VSA).
10. A method of testing multiple wireless data packet sig-
nal transceiver devices under test (DUTs) with dynamic sig-
nal interference compensation, comprising:
providing a plurality of data packet signal paths for com-
municating with a plurality of DUTs by conveying a
corresponding plurality of transmit data packet signals
from said plurality of DUTs and a receive data packet
signal to said plurality of DUTs;
responding to one or more path control signals by convey-
ing, via a selected one of said plurality of data packet
signal paths, a selected one of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals from a selected one of said plurality
of DUTs and conveying said receive data packet signal
to said selected one of said plurality of DUTs;

responding to said plurality of transmit data packet signals
by providing one or more measurement signals indica-
tive of reception of respective ones of said plurality of
transmit data packet signals;

receiving said plurality of transmit data packet signals;

providing said receive data packet signal with at least a

predetermined number of data packets; and

responding to said one or more measurement signals by

including one or more additional data packets in said

receive data packet signal following

said one or more measurement signals being indicative
of reception, substantially coincident with a current
data packet of said receive data packet signal, of at
least one data packet of one or more of said plurality
of transmit data packet signals from other than said
selected one of said plurality of DUTs, and

a failure to receive a data packet of said selected one of
said plurality of transmit data packet signals corre-
sponding to said current data packet of said receive
data packet signal.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said one or more
measurement signals is indicative of at least one of a start,
duration and cessation of each one of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals.
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12. The method of claim 10, wherein said responding to
said one or more measurement signals by including one or
more additional data packets in said receive data packet signal
comprises responding to said one or more measurement sig-
nals by including one additional data packet in said receive
data packet signal for an occurrence of both:

said one or more measurement signals being indicative of

reception, substantially coincident with a current data
packet of said receive data packet signal, of at least one
data packet of one or more of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals from other than said selected one of
said plurality of DUTs; and

a failure to receive a data packet of said selected one of said

plurality of transmit data packet signals corresponding
to said current data packet of said receive data packet
signal.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising responding
to said one or more measurement signals by refraining from
including an additional data packet in said receive data packet
signal for an occurrence of only one of:

said one or more measurement signals being indicative of

reception, substantially coincident with a current data
packet of said receive data packet signal, of at least one
data packet of one or more of said plurality of transmit
data packet signals from other than said selected one of
said plurality of DUTs; and

a failure to receive a data packet of said selected one of said

plurality of transmit data packet signals corresponding
to said current data packet of said receive data packet
signal.
14. The method of claim 10, wherein said respective por-
tion of said selected one of said plurality of transmit data
packet signals corresponding to each portion of said receive
data packet signal conveyed to said selected one of said plu-
rality of DUTs comprises an acknowledgment data packet.
15. The method of claim 10, wherein said providing a
plurality of data packet signal paths comprises providing a
plurality of conductive radio frequency (RF) signal connec-
tions.
16. The method of claim 10, wherein said responding to
one or more path control signals by conveying, via a selected
one of said plurality of data packet signal paths, a selected one
of said plurality of transmit data packet signals from a
selected one of said plurality of DUTs and conveying said
receive data packet signal to said selected one of said plurality
of DUTs comprises conveying said selected one of said plu-
rality of transmit data packet signals and said receive data
packet signal via at least one of a radio frequency (RF) signal
multiplexor and RF signal switch.
17. The method of claim 10, wherein said responding to
said plurality of transmit data packet signals by providing one
or more measurement signals indicative of reception of
respective ones of said plurality of transmit data packet sig-
nals comprises measuring signal powers of respective ones of
said plurality of transmit data packet signals.
18. The method of claim 10, wherein:
said receiving said plurality of transmit data packet signals
comprises receiving said plurality of transmit data
packet signals with a vector signal analyzer (VSA); and

said providing said receive data packet signal comprises
providing said receive data packet signal with a vector
signal generator (VSG).
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